Session Abstracts
Panel Session 1: Home Economics 102 – Faculty Moderator:  Doug Perkins
	Presenter(s)
	Title
	Abstract

	Josh Bazuin
	Religion and memory in post-conflict contexts
	This paper investigates how religion can permeate into the social construction of memory of past events, and how interpretations of history which use religious themes shape current and future interactions.  I seek to systematically understand how religion is used to structure memory and what purpose the inclusion of religion in memories of historical events serves.  To do so, I consider three areas in which religion informs life in post-conflict situations.  First, religion is frequently a component of group identity; as armed conflicts are often conflicts of identity, in which the identity of one group is seen to be incompatible with that of another, religion-as-identity has a significant role in post-conflict situations.  Second, religious institutions wield considerable power in many societies and may be actively involved in the process of memory formation.  Third, places of memory, commemoration of past events, and rituals related to history may themselves become understood as sacred, imbuing them with religious-like meaning even when that meaning has no or little connection to the doctrines of established religious groups.  A case study of these three dynamics in post-genocide Rwanda follows.

	Nicole Garcia
	Examining the connection between sex trafficking and pornography
	There are an estimated 27 million slaves existing in the world today generating over $30 billion for their captors annually, a large percentage of which is earned through the sexual exploitation of women and children (International Labour Organization [ILO], 2005). Pornography is also a very lucrative industry, earning $60 billion in 2008 selling sex legally (Malarek, 2009). The growth of sex trafficking and the pornography industry led me to question if they were connected. There is little to no research connecting the two industries, therefore for the purpose of this review I analyzed papers and studies using searches of combinations of the following words: pornography, sex trafficking, and human trafficking. I analyzed more than 20 articles, at least part of 4 books and 3 governmental or non-governmental organization reports. As a result of reviewing the current research, it can be said that there is, in fact, a connection between the two; however, with most of

the research being exploratory, no generalizations can be made. More research is needed in all areas of the sex industry and its effects on people, especially due to the fact that many now have unlimited access to videos and images.

	Karl Jones
	Voting Behavior and the Distribution of Federal Funding in Tennessee Counties, 2004-2008
	The surge of anti-federalist sentiment that followed the election of President Obama is certain to make its way into voting booths this November, and into the process of agenda setting for the 112th Congress. For as much as the conservative movement’s “grassroots” are grounded in an agonist framing of the individual’s relationship to the state, they are also grounded in locales which, to varying extent, are constituted through the distribution of federal funds. This paper examines the relationship between voting behavior and federal funding in Tennessee counties from 2004 to 2008. Using a typology of counties based on voting trends, county types are considered in the context of inequities in the distribution of funding.

	Neal Palmer
	Individual motivations, community contributions: Multilevel predictors of remittance behavior for Mexico-US Migrants
	Migration between Mexico and the United States is a well documented phenomenon, with researchers noting sustained levels of migration despite at least the façade of increased American border control. Such migration can be attributed to causes in Mexico, the US, and beyond, and one of the most visible outcomes is the quantity of remittances sent between the two countries, affecting individuals, families, communities, and indeed entire nation-states. Despite the apparent importance of remittances at many levels, few multilevel analyses have been performed on remittance-related data. I use data from the ongoing Mexican Migration Project (MMP), employing individual as well as community-level variables, to predict 1) the propensity to remit; 2) overall amounts remitted; and 3) the use of remittances. Independent individual-level variables include measures of family type and structure as well as social capital and migration experience, while independent community-level variables include development status of the town, collective community migration experience, and the use of remittances for community projects. Results of multilevel modeling indicate that individual human and financial capital, individual and community social capital, and the community context significantly determine remittance behavior.

	Constantine Saclarides
	Health care reform in the Republic of Georgia (former Soviet Union)
	There is a global shortage of health care professionals, especially nurses, and low staffing levels directly correlates to poor quality of patient care. The Republic of Georgia, a former Soviet state located in the Caucus Mountains, is a politically, economically, and socially developing country with a transitioning and reforming health care system that has been hindered by low nurse staffing levels. This overview describes the development of a national, electronic and web-based nursing registration database system that will analyze the specific need for nurses by determining the number, education, and specialty of nurses now practicing in the country, and the settings in which they work. The results of this database will facilitate the development of education courses to meet specific clinical needs, help to fully utilize nursing resources, and ultimately increase the quality of clinical practice, health care delivery, and national health status in Georgia.
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	Ravi Patel
	The Nashville Mobile Market – A Solution to Food Deserts?
	Nashville Mobile Market is a non-profit social enterprise venture that aims to increase access to healthy foods in the South, East, and North Nashville communities. These communities have been identified as food deserts, given a prevalence of fast food restaurants, liquor stores, and convenience stores but a lack of supermarkets and corner stores with healthy, fresh produce options.


Through a revived, community-founded mobile market business structure, the communities will be provided access to fresh produce, lean meats, dairy, and select non-perishable items. Studies have shown that creating access to affordable healthy foods in communities similar to Nashville’s food deserts have led to a decrease in prevalence of obesity, diabetes, hypertension, and other chronic diet-related diseases.


This project will adopt a social enterprise structure and therefore require only the initial capital investment for the development of the project after which the business will be self-sustaining and profitable. After the initial grant funding is attained for capital development, the program will be sustainable and profits will be reinvested into the communities to promote food security and provide health care for those in need.


Panel Session 2:  Home Economics 102
	Presenter(s)
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	Abstract

	Kimberly Bess & Bernadette Doykos
	Who's in and who's out: Using mixed methods to examine the development of social support networks
	Social disorganization is a recognized problem in impoverished, high-crime urban neighborhoods and a barrier to community development.  This presentation reports research evaluating the effectiveness of an intervention aimed at building community through a neighborhood-based parent education program.  In this mixed methodological study, we collected social network data in two ways to assess the impact of the program on participants' social support networks. We employed a network mapping process to gather quantitative data and conducted semi-structured qualitative interviews.  Using UCINET we analyzed changes in 1) the size, alter diversity (e.g., family, friend, other), and density of participant networks and 2) the type of ties (emotional, informational, assistance, negative, or reciprocal).  Network mapping data indicate modest structural changes in participant social support networks from pre- to post-program, particularly in relation to the inclusion of more professional others (e.g. social workers). Qualitative data analysis, however, reveal that many participants were receiving social support from program peers, but elected not to include them in their network.  The discrepancy between the social network mapping and qualitative data raises important methodological and theoretical questions about how participants within this context construct network boundaries, the role of trust, and the perceived benefits of relationship investment.

	Lauren Brinkley-Rubinstein, Velma McBride Murry, Sonya Myers, Latrina Slater, and Bernadette Cornett
	Acceptance and awareness of the HPV Vaccine among rural African American parents
	This study examines acceptance of the HPV vaccine by rural African American mothers and  and their 11 year old daughters through  the lens of both the Social Ecological and the Health Belief Models.  Specific consideration was given to examining the effects of social environment on access to the vaccine and education related to health promotion and the attitudes and beliefs of African Americans regarding the vaccine, HPV and cervical cancer. The overall purpose of this study was to describe the association among family process, mother-daughter sexuality communication, sociocultural and financial resources, and mothers and daughters’ awareness and acceptability of the HPV vaccine. Emphasis will be given to discussing the implication of our findings for preventive intervention approaches to alleviate barriers to encourage HPV vaccine among rural African American youth. 

	Joanna Geller
	Beyond “cause all my friends are doing it”: Why middle school students join school-based socio-emotional services
	Although youth development organizations providing school-based services can help schools confront the socio-emotional needs of low-income, urban students, little is known about why students choose to join these services. This study will employ qualitative research methods to understand the factors that contributed to the decisions of middle school students to join school-based service programs at one socio-economically and racially diverse Nashville middle school. Interviews with students will provide insight into how middle school students define their needs, why certain students may decide to participate in organized services while others may not, and how these decisions may vary by race, culture, and gender. Practically, the study can help service providers ensure they are effectively meeting student needs through their programming. Furthermore, these data will be used in future evaluations of school-based services to identity and measure the outcomes students described as desirable.

	Lindsay Satterwhite Mayberry
	How Families Make Meaning of Child Mental Health Problems: Toward Understanding Caregiver Strain and Caregiver Help-Seeking
	This study used interviews with caregivers of children with severe emotional disturbances (SED) to explore the role of cognitive conceptualization of mental illness in caregiver strain and caregiver help-seeking behaviors.   The Double ABC-X model (McCubbin & Patterson, 1983) served as a framework for understanding the discrepancies in caregivers’ understanding of their children’s mental health problems and their own help-seeking behaviors. Caregivers who viewed their child’s mental illness as a somewhat spontaneous event and described the symptoms as being “caused by the disorder” were different from caregivers who viewed their child’s mental illness as a response to earlier family stressors.  The first group was likely to exhibit high levels of control over the child’s treatment and prognosis, to readily acknowledge their own strain, and to seek formal supports for themselves.  In contrast, the second group was likely to exhibit low levels of control in regards to the child’s mental illness, frequently cited a family history of problems, denied their own strain, and preferred informal supports to formal supports.  Study conclusions can shape how we view caregivers’ beliefs about mental health and aid in understanding caregivers’ support seeking strategies without pathologizing the caregiver.  

	Kathleen Nemer
	Perceptions of the Underserved Population on the Clinician-Patient Relationship
	Relationships between patients and practitioners are at the heart of healing, yet are often underappreciated and understudied. A clear understanding of what low-income patients believe contributes to this healing relationship is needed. As there are no such studies of indigent populations, my project focuses on elucidating the importance of compassionate, relationship-centered healthcare in the underserved patient population. In particular, I am interested in what healthcare providers say or do that shows care, builds trust and confidence, and helps patients feel better. To attain this goal, I interviewed 25 patients at the United Neighborhood Health Services Northeast Clinic, a Federally Qualified Health Center (FQHC) in Nashville, TN.  Patients were asked to identify those qualities of engagement with their healthcare provider that move beyond treatment of their disease. Among the findings to be presented are why patients return to the clinic for care, what particular things clinicians do to build a therapeutic relationship, and what has helped patients most in dealing with their illness. Identifying the important components of this patient-doctor relationship from the perspective of the patient will facilitate FQHC efforts to encourage such skills in their practitioners. The aim of this research is to thus add greater understanding to how medically underserved, low-income patients experience and understand their relationships with their practitioners.
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	Jennifer Mokos & Andrew Greer
	Dialog on interdisciplinarity: Understandings, experiences, and strategies of being an interdisciplinary scholar
	This session intends to address the particular considerations of interdisciplinary scholarship for faculty and graduate students. What does it mean to be an interdisciplinary scholar?  What are the strengths and difficulties embedded within interdisciplinary work?  Through an inclusive discussion among graduate students and faculty, we aim to identity multiple perspectives of interdisciplinarity within the HOD graduate programs.  Our approach to this discussion will be to facilitate the understanding and appreciation of different positions within the department rather than to focus on convergence towards a single definition or position.  A second goal of the discussion will be to identify concerns specific to interdisciplinary scholarship and for students and faculty to share strategies for managing the complexities of this position within both the department and the larger academic environment.  We hope that broad participation among faculty and graduate students will contribute to an engaging and informative discussion.


Panel Session 3: Home Economics 102 – Faculty Moderator:  Jim Fraser
	Presenter(s)
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	Abstract

	Ileko Mugalla & Amy Richardson
	Challenges and benefits of designing a collaborative study with multiple stakeholders
	The United States assists tens of thousands of refugees to resettle here each year with the goal of helping refugees assimilate and lead successful lives in their new communities.  An interdisciplinary group from the Vanderbilt Institute for Global Health has teamed with community members from both Metropolitan Nashville Public Schools (MNPS) and a local refugee group to understand the transition needs and identify gaps in meeting these needs.

International Newcomer Academy (INA), a program of MNPS, was established in 2007 as a one-year bridge program designed to address language development, literacy, and numeracy among qualified immigrant and refugee students, while providing appropriate social and cultural supports.  INA uses a comprehensive approach grounded in socioecological theory, seeking to provide not only for the educational needs of the child, but also the health and well-being of families. Last year, a third of their students were Karenni refugees, a particularly vulnerable and potentially isolated refugee group. 

Our study explores the perceptions of Karenni families about the role INA has played in their assimilation process.  In this presentation, we will discuss the challenges and benefits of designing a collaborative study working with both a government agency and this particularly vulnerable population.

	Roger Conner
	Tennessee Health Care Policy, 1980 - 2010:  An Inclusive Approach to the Social Construction of Historical Memory  
	The TennCare Common Ground Archive project is a multi-disciplinary, collaborative effort to:  (1)  Create a comprehensive archive of published materials, private collections and oral histories  related to Tennessee health  care policy from 1980 – 2010, with an initial emphasis on documenting the role of community-based organizations;   (2) foster research by graduate students and scholars who use the archive for theses and publications and also build on each other’s work in a uniquely collaborative fashion; and (3) create a new kind of case study for academic instruction that encourages students to see conflicts from multiple points of view and supports experiential learning.  We are open to advice and to finding interested partners.  

Why is this relevant to community groups?  Case studies are a staple of analysis and teaching in the social sciences.   As Tennessee has been a state-level laboratory for health care reform for several decades, the state’s experience is likely to be the subject of many such studies.  By documenting the crucial role of community-based organizations and their experience, we will assure that their voices will be present and the history is constructed.  By doing so in the context of a unique, comprehensive archive, we will also create a resource for graduate students and scholars that reduces the time-cost of empirical research.  

	Patricia Conway
	Polyphony or Cacophony? An Analysis of Civic Discourses on the Food System.  
	In this session I will offer some insights from my Major Area Paper (MAP) review of civic and empirical literature on the modern day food system. The session offers an opportunity to brainstorm on research methods to explore issues of power, control and decision-making over social goods.

Civic discourses on problems with the modern day food system posit multiple theories to explain the origins of the systems’ flaws.  Prominent causation theories include domination of the food system by the agribusiness and fast-food industries, and the increasingly centralized control over global food systems within international institutions. These causation theories both explicitly and implicitly raise questions of power, control and decision-making in the organization of society and management of social goods. The solutions raised to remedy the food system problems are myriad, but largely agree upon the need for decentralization of control over food to local and regional communities. 

Contemporary models of the food system have developed to show how the food system is embedded in cultural, environmental, social and economic contexts, but fail to account for the political and ethical contexts that heavily influence how societies attend to food. My MAP argues that transformation of the food system will not be achieved without explicitly addressing factors of power, control and decision-making within the existing food system. As McMichael asserts “the power of the food question is imminent” (2000, p.21).  Others agree, but fail to assess these factors due to the reported difficulty of studying them empirically.  This session offers an opportunity to brainstorm ways that researchers can contribute to building this essential knowledge base.

	Heather Langford & Patricia Conway
	Inglewood’s Urban Green Lab
	Urban Green Lab will be a non-profit community center that combines elements of three types of facilities: a) neighborhood “pocket park,” 2) science museum, and 3) cultural event space. Urban Green Lab’s mission is to catalyze a culture of sustainability – connecting past, present, and future generations through the sharing of experience and knowledge. The foundational goal of Urban Green Lab is to reduce the ecological footprint of a historically underserved neighborhood while at the same time addressing social and economic needs for an improved quality of life.

Designed as a demonstration site of best practices, Urban Green Lab will offer visitors the opportunity to experience cutting-edge and old world practices for living more sustainably. Individuals can work in the community garden, learn how to compost or build a rain barrel, see a film, hear a lecture, or simply use the facility for personal study and reflection.  The Sustainable Tools Lending Library will provide books, tools, and expertise to help with landscaping, gardening, weatherizing your home, energy audits, and other sustainable living activities. More structured programs for larger groups such as workshops, classes, and building projects will be facilitated by area non-profits and universities.
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	Kim Bess, Bernadette Doykos, Robin Frazer, Doug Perkins, Paul Speer, Eric Tesdahl, & Adam Voight
	Four years of change in organizations addressing youth violence: An analysis of intervention and coalition activity and network evolution
	All three presentations are based on data from the NUPACE Organizational Networks study of approximately 90 Nashville public agencies, nonprofit organizations, and schools engaged in youth violence prevention (YVP) over the past 4 years. The 1st presentation by Perkins, Tesdahl & Frazer analyzes key informant survey data collected in 2007 and 2009 to address these questions: A. Descriptively, what YVP strategies are being used to what proportional extent? B. Have those strategies changed over time?  C. Do organization size, budget, use of volunteers, public-private sector, coalition participation, or city-wide organizational network centrality predict YVP strategies used, with special attention to political advocacy?

The 2nd presentation by Voight examines barriers and social-network conduits to nonprofit advocacy and civic engagement. Service provision is the most common activity undertaken by a sample of 60 organizations working to improve youth development outcomes, and our data show that, while almost all the organizations value advocacy as a means for working toward change, many do not engage in this type of work due to insufficient capacity, resources, and knowledge of nonprofit rights and prohibitions. The results suggest that an increased focus on networking with like-minded organizations via more traditional channels may create more opportunities for advocacy involvement. 

The 3rd presentation by Bess, Doykos, & Speer examines changes in the Nashville Community Coalition for Youth Safety organizational network and the entire city-wide (including coalition nonmembers) network over the past 4 years of the study using the latest longitudinal social network analysis software. It will address questions about changes in network structure and the influence, centrality or relative isolation of different kinds of organizations over time.


Poster Session: Home Economics 104 
	Presenter(s)
	Title
	Abstract

	Scott Zuckerman
	Fathering Behind Bars:  Improving Communication between Incarcerated Fathers and their Children
	Introduction: The 7.4 million children in our country with an incarcerated parent experience higher rates of depression, aggressive behavior, poor scholastic performance, and future imprisonment. The goal of this research is to learn how incarcerated fathers communicate with their children, improve this strained relationship, and reduce risk factors to children. Methods: Ninety-eight interviews were conducted with male inmates at the CDC facility in Nashville, TN. Results and Conclusions: (1) Men are in jail for a long time. Inmates spent an average of 10 months in jail per sentence, with 5.6 separate incarcerations. (2) We have motivated fathers. Our results showed that 91% of inmates greatly enjoyed being a father, and 69% would be interested in taking a fatherhood class. (3) Relationships with mom. A poor relationship with the mother of their children was a significant barrier to communication. Forty-two percent of inmates had fathered a child with more than one woman, and 66% of inmates reported poor relationships with the mother of their children. (4) Most inmates grew up without a father. Fifty seven percent did not have a father present as a child, and 58% had a poor relationship with their father. (5) Visit shame. Visits were rated as the most effective way to bond with children, 3x more effective than phone calls or postal mail, yet many fathers refused visitation due to the shame of incarceration. Only 39% of men had seen their children since their incarceration.


	Rachel Ruiz
	The power of parental influence: Relationship between Hispanic parents and their preschoolers’ physical activity
	Objective: To examine activity pattern associations between Hispanic parents and their preschool-aged children.

Patients and Methods: We examined baseline data collected as part of a randomized control trial. Self-defined Hispanic parents with children (aged 3-5 years) were randomly assigned to either a weekly healthy lifestyle group (intervention) or a monthly school readiness group (control) for 3 months. There were no weight eligibility criteria. All participants were instructed to wear an accelerometer (actigraphy worn on the torso, detecting muscle movement every 10 seconds) for up to 7 consecutive days to measure physical activity. 

Results: Of the 106 dyads enrolled in the study, 80 children and 85 parents provided useable actigraphy data. Mean percentage of time spent in sedentary behaviors was 82.0% (SD=10.4%) for parents and 69.8% (SD=18.5%) for preschool children. Percentage of time per day spent in sedentary behavior was strongly correlated for parents and children, r = 0.597 (p < 0.001). Correlations between activity level were large (r = 0.895 and 0.739 for low and moderate activity levels respectively), except for vigorous activity level where the parent-child correlation was nonsignificant (p = 0.64) because of near-zero level of vigorous parental activity. Child’s age (p = 0.81) and gender (p = 0.43) were nonsignificant predictors of child activity levels.

Conclusions: Overall these results suggest that parental activity levels are a powerful explanation of preschool child activity levels, except for vigorous activity, which children do on their own without parental participation. Hispanic parents play a critical role in setting physical activity patterns in their preschool-aged children.


	Christine Kirlew
	The nutritional content of food at Nashville soup kitchens.
	Background/Problem: Proper nutrition is essential in the prevention and management of diseases such as diabetes and heart disease. These diseases occur at high rates amongst Nashville’s homeless population, but the nutritional quality of Nashville’s homeless population has not yet been studied. 

Objectives:To determine the nutritional content of the food provided at 5 soup kitchens in Nashville.  To compare the nutritional content of the meals to the recommended dietary allowances (RDA) established by the Food and Nutrition Board of the Institute of Medicine. To compare the distribution of food groups to standards set by the United States Department of Agriculture 

Methods: A record was kept of all meals served at five soup kitchens for a period of four days. Three of the sites served 1 meal on the days that they were open and were open either 2, 3, or 5 days per week. 
Two of the sites served three meals every day of the week. A record was kept of the types and serving sizes of the foods served in each meal. A food frequency questionnaire was also administered to a director at each kitchen. A nutrition analysis program on the USDA’s website was then used to determine the nutritional content of the meals. The results were compared to standards set by the Food and Nutrition Board of the Institute of Medicine. 

Results: The mean carbohydrates, saturated fat, and sodium levels were high at five soup kitchens. The mean fiber and vitamin A were levels were low at four kitchens. The mean vitamin E, potassium, and magnesium levels were low at five soup kitchens. 


