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Center for Community Studies 2009 Fall Conference 

Sessions and Abstracts
HOUSING & URBAN DEVELOPMENT I

9:30-10:30, Home Economics 107

Josh Bazuin
HOPE VI and the Right to Housing: Moral Discourse around a Two-Tiered Public Housing System
HOPE VI represents a retreat from the principle of a right to housing, reestablishing a meritocratic system where a “deserving” minority of people are given high-quality housing in exchange for meeting behavioral norms established by the landlord; people unable or unwilling to conform to these standards are relegated to substandard, unsafe housing. Based on interviews with 113 HOPE VI residents in Nashville, Tennessee, I examine the moral discourse around a two-tiered public housing system, considering the identity work residents of HOPE VI developments do to justify the disparity between the redeveloped units and their run-down counterparts. These justifications are then contrasted with the views of several theorists and practitioners who have considered the place of a “right to housing” in public policy and public discourse.

Jim Fraser and Josh Bazuin 
The Contours of Mixed-Income Living in the Music City 

One of the cornerstones of developing mixed-income housing has been to promote changes in impoverished neighborhoods through transforming social relations that constitute it. We report on a study conducted in four HOPE VI redevelopments in Nashville, Tennessee, to examine the ways in which people experience everyday life, and, in turn, how their ‘homespace’ provides opportunities and obstacles for working towards an enhanced quality of life. We conclude with theorization on mixed-income living as it relates to urban redevelopment/city building more broadly.

EDUCATION

9:30-10:30, Home Economics 102

Christon Arthur and Tammy Lipsey 
Building Literacy through P-16 Service-Learning Partnerships
The Tennessee State University College of Education and Center for Service Learning and Civic Engagement have formed a literacy partnership with Metro Nashville Public Schools. This partnership is a model for merging university, community and school resources. The Literacy Partnership improves academic achievement of P-12 and college students by providing school-based, university-supervised reading clinics. The clinics offer hands-on experience in the teaching of reading for pre-service teachers, as well as valuable one-on-one tutoring for struggling students in grades K-6. Pre-service teachers learn a five-part research-based method for tutoring struggling readers. Students in the school attend the one-to-one tutoring session for 30 minutes twice a week, for a minimum of eight weeks. The partnership began in 2007 and has been in operation for four semesters with successful results. This semester, three newly established school-based reading clinics are in operation, McKissack (Pearl Cohn 9th Grade Center, John Early Middle School and Charlotte Park Elementary School). This partnership promotes promising practices in literacy that will significantly raise the level of literacy achievement for all students and better prepare pre-service teachers for the classroom. The effort has been partially funded by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development and Tennessee Board of Regents.
Emily Lample
Knowledge-Sharing Practices in a Colombian Education Program: A Look at Strength of Ties in Students’ Networks of Knowledge-Sharing
While a larger community-level impact is often a secondary goal of education programs, there is limited empirical research regarding the paths along which ideas may travel between students of a program and other members of the community. The case of the “Preparation for Social Action” Program in Colombia highlights the potential for educational programs both to diffuse ideas into the community and to draw upon local knowledge for student learning. Granovetter’s strength of weak ties theory offers a useful framework by which to understand the different ways that students can engage in knowledge-sharing with members of the larger community. This study draws from a mixed-method approach to social network analysis, building from 26 student ego-network representations, interviews with 19 students and three teachers of the program, curriculum analysis and field observations. It identifies patterns in students’ knowledge-sharing practices according to strength of ties, along with typologies of student knowledge-sharing networks to explore implications for the role of knowledge-sharing in enabling education to contribute to community change.

John Vick  
The Louisville Schoolyards Project: Building Spaces for Learning and Community
The Louisville Schoolyards Project is a design and community-building process for two elementary schools in Metro Louisville. Researchers from the University of Louisville partnered with the local school system to facilitate a community-based redesign of the schoolyards at two environmental studies magnate schools to create outdoor learning and recreation spaces for the school children, as well as establish shared spaces for use by both the school and the surrounding neighborhood. The research team developed a participatory framework to engage teachers, parents, neighborhood residents, neighborhood organizations and city officials in the process. The purpose of this process was twofold: (1) to gather input from potential users of the space to inform the schoolyard redesign plan; and (2) to build community and create a shared sense of ownership centered on the use and maintenance of the schoolyard space. This presentation will focus on the process of engaging the community in the redesign process, how the process was influenced by external factors and funding constraints, and lessons learned by the facilitation team.
HOUSING & URBAN DEVELOPMENT II

10:45-11:45, Home Economics 102

Ginger Hausser Pepper
Jefferson Street Renewal Project
Through the leadership of Jefferson Street United Merchants Partnership, the Tennessee Department of Transportation, the City of Nashville, Tennessee State University (TSU), and the Department of Housing and Urban Development, more than $2 million will be invested in Jefferson Street in North Nashville over the next three years. It is hoped that the improvements will lay the groundwork for economic and community improvement. In September 2009, TSU’s Center for Service Learning and Civic Engagement was awarded a grant from the U.S. Housing and Urban Development Historically Black Colleges and Universities Program. Funds will be used to invigorate the historic Jefferson Street corridor, as well as renovate homes of elderly citizens in North Nashville. TSU will use some of the funds to rehabilitate the Interstate 40-Jefferson Street underpass to create a safe, accessible, historically reverent gathering space, called the “Gateway to Heritage.” TSU will allocate more than $400,000 of grant funds to improve fencing, lighting and landscaping of the underpass, as well as create a mural and painting plan to document through art the history of Jefferson Street. TSU faculty and students in art, architectural engineering, geography, history and other disciplines will participate in the project. Currently, business students at TSU are learning about Jefferson Street and will conduct survey research to determine what residents, students, faculty and staff of the nearby universities (TSU, Fisk and Meharry) like about Jefferson Street and what they would like to see changed. 
Andrew Greer
Differences in Default: Examining Neighborhood Characteristics and Exploring Resident Connections to Homeownership
Residents of neighborhoods with high foreclosure rates exhibit multiple reasons for homeownership exit. Purely quantitative studies that examine the relationship between high-risk lending and mortgage default tend to emphasize individual financial factors and minimize defaulter psychosocial factors that may highlight homeowner exit rationales. While recent qualitative work has elucidated the psychological impacts of foreclosure, these investigations have not focused on how and why defaulters stay or exit their homes and how neighborhood characteristics impact these trends. This mixed-methods study in Nashville, Tennessee, addresses these gaps. Cluster analyses of census tracts explore whether neighborhoods with high foreclosure rates have unique characteristics based on foreclosure predictors from previous studies. North Nashville had above average percentages of “high-cost” loans, African Americans, female heads of households, low median incomes, lower education levels, unemployment, and properties vacant for ninety days or more. Antioch had above average percentages of highly leveraged loans, foreign-born citizens, newer homes, employment and higher income.  Interviews with defaulters from each neighborhood will expose psycho-social factors that inform defaulters and further solidify how neighborhood attributes relate to these factors. Implications for foreclosure prevention and interventions, such as shared equity housing, will be discussed.
Michael Nelson

Quantifying Racial Dynamics in Housing: A Tale of One City and Three Studies
In this presentation I outline some results from my studies of racial dynamics in the Nashville housing market. These studies ask this question: To what extent is race a factor in the desirability of neighborhoods and the location of households? Different theoretical perspectives on this question are explored with conclusions drawn from the results of extant literature, as well as the preliminary results of my research.  

SCHOLAR IDENTITY INSTITUTE

10:45-11:45, Home Economics 107

Gilman Whiting
Up against the Wall: Young Black Men and the Scholar Identity Institute @ Vanderbilt University

Equal and equitable education in America is key to a life full with opportunity and success. To date, far too many young Black children have been, and are continuing to be, left out of doors. Annually, in many cities across America, the graduation rate for young Black males has plummeted below 25 percent. In 2009, research tells us that even those Black males fortunate enough to survive to college and enter with high achievement scores are graduating less than 25 percent. In fact, Black male athletes – traditionally not known for high academics – are now graduating at a higher rate. Why? This and other questions will be answered in this lively presentation. The presenter will discuss a psychosocial model of achievement used for five years at Vanderbilt University. Participants of this session with see the programs’ participants in a three-time award-winning video and be able to discuss how this work directly impacts the work of the Center for Community Studies’ mission. The author of the Scholar Identity Model will present the past, present and future plans for this published work.
MIGRATION

1:00-2:00, Mayborn 205
Benjamin Siankam
Doctors Beyond Borders: Ecological and Psychopolitical Validity of Medical Migration from Sub-Saharan Africa

If people admittedly vote with their feet, then migration is a political act, and skilled migration an even more powerful political statement. Traditional frameworks used to analyze skilled migration have not devoted much attention to the role of power in relation to migrants’ decision to leave, stay or return. Yet, throughout much of Sub-Saharan Africa (SSA), many skilled professionals are asserting their power by emigrating overseas. Hence, a culture of skilled migration is expanding and is now entrenched in several countries. What is commonly referred to as "brain drain" is a countermovement of human resources whereby a significant fraction of the most valuable and most essential members of a given country uproot themselves from the place where their identity is anchored and settle abroad to live and work. In many SSA countries, this comes at a very high cost as the aggrieved community that is left behind oftentimes experiences a significant decrease in its circumstances as a result of skilled emigration. To reflect the complexity of the problem, I examine the medical brain drain from SSA using an eco-psychopolitically valid framework. The framework takes into account three core elements, namely context, power and change. It is argued that migrants yearn to breathe free, and skilled migrants are not merely commodified agents within the global space of flows, but are essentially in pursuit of liberation and wellness. This may ultimately be attained by way of return migration.
Doug Perkins
Community Participation by Migrants and Longtime Residents in the U.S.
Community organizing, participation and migration are put in brief historical and global context. A comprehensive framework for analyzing and promoting empowerment at multiple levels is presented. At each level, sociocultural, political, economic and physical environmental forms of capital are considered. The framework provides a guide for transdisciplinary research questions and development. Three studies of social capital and community civic participation in urban samples of migrants and longtime residents in the United States are presented. Individual and street block-level observational and survey data from New York City, Baltimore and Salt Lake City predicted residents' participation in block and neighborhood associations, both cross-sectionally and longitudinally. Income, home ownership, minority status and residential stability were positively, but inconsistently, related to participation. Community-focused social cognitions (organizational efficacy, civic responsibility, community attachments) and social capital behaviors (neighboring, volunteer work through churches and other community organizations) were consistently and positively predictive of participation at both the individual and block levels. Comparison of long-time residents versus recent migrants will be emphasized.

Neal Palmer, Doug Perkins & Qingwen Xu
Community Participation by Migrants and Longtime Residents in China
The research compares community participation by migrants and a nationally representative sample in China. In the national sample, we examine sense of community, neighboring behavior and social capital and their ability to predict local political participation. Rural, older and married residents, and those with a primary or high school education and higher perceived socioeconomic status were more likely to participate. For urban residents, knowing one’s neighbors is more important, whereas in rural areas neighboring behavior is more important, but both predict participation. In the second study, we use survey data from a convenience sample of migrant workers in seven cities across China to offer predictors of three types of community participation: (1) amount of contact with community organizations; (2) frequency of help sought from community organizations; and (3) the rate of more formal participation in Urban Resident Committee (URC) meetings. Results indicate that education, neighborhood social interaction and organizational social capital predict all three types of community participation. Additional predictors include: number of children currently residing in the household, duration of residence in the current city, trust in community members, place attachment and occupational quality of life (for amount of contact with community organizations); number of children currently residing in the household and neighborhood social capital (for frequency of help sought from community organizations); and number of elderly kin living in the household and place attachment (for participation in URC meetings). Implications for labor and migration policy, community participation and democratization in China are discussed.

JUSTICE, COMMUNITY ORGANIZING & SPATIAL BARRIERS

1:00-2:00, Mayborn 105

Laurel Lunn, Neal Palmer and Sharon Shields
Social Determinants of Obesity in a Rural Southwestern Community: A Collaborative Project 
Recent trends in the New Mexico population show higher levels of obesity than ever before; such increases are particularly alarming for children. Many communities within or adjacent to Native American reservations have significant populations spread out over great distances. This leads to various barriers in accessing high quality, affordable, healthy food, as well as barriers that hinder participation in physical activity. We use survey, focus group and community audit data to explore social determinants related to the prevalence of pediatric obesity in Caucasian, Hispanic and Native American children living in the rural Gallup, New Mexico, area. We pay particular attention to the intersection of geography, culture, perceptions and behavior. Our results aim to inform the development of effective community-based intervention strategies to combat the spread of obesity and early-onset diabetes. We also will present lessons learned from the research project, with a particular focus on the experiences of undergraduate, master's and doctoral students. Contributors include Veronica Calvin, Sarah Edmiston, Liz Gilbert, Akua Hill, Julie Phenis, Laura Shade, Teresa Sharp, Nora Testerman and Courtney Williams.

Courte Voorhees
Resisting Environmental Injustice: A Multi-Site Evaluation of Participatory Permitting Workshops for Tribal Communities in New Mexico (work in progress)

The Four Corners region of the southwestern United States has been relegated to a wasteland by both government and industry (Kuletz, 1998). Tribal peoples have had little or no say about mining, waste and the related dangers and health risks, while often carrying a disproportionately large burden of negative consequences and reaping few benefits (McLeod, Switkes and Hayes, 1983). In response to the Clinton administration's Environmental Justice Executive Order in 1994, New Mexico became the sixth state to enact a policy based on environmental justice principles (Richardson, 2005). In response to the opportunity created by this executive order, the Environmental Justice Tribal Liaison for the state of New Mexico and the American Indian Law Center (AILC) at the University of New Mexico have begun creating participatory workshops to disseminate details about changes in permitting regulations and encourage use of these regulations to protect community health and wellbeing. These workshops will encourage tribal leaders and environmental employees to take an active role in permitting processes that will affect their communities. I am providing input and assistance in planning, organizing and implementing the workshops, as well as conducting an evaluation of the workshops to improve their impact. 
Eric Tesdahl & Paul Speer
Building Organizational Collaborations at a Community Scale: An Examination of Community Organizing
The classic organizing model developed by Saul Alinksy took place in urban areas with dense networks of individuals and institutions. Since the Alinsky era, the urban form has undergone a remarkable transformation that can be characterized, more than anything, by spatial expansion – presenting new challenges for local groups working to build their social power. An examination of how spatial constraints can be overcome is critical if community organizing efforts are to operate at the scale necessary to affect the change sufficient to improve quality of life for community residents in our globalizing world (Orr, 2007). Previous work in this field suggests that cultivating collaboration across space has become a more complicated undertaking due to processes of deindustrialization and suburban sprawl (Knox and Agnew, 1998). This study examines organizational participation in two community organizing efforts in a mid-western and a western community. Both organizing efforts are structured as federations – multiple (~10 to 40) local groups collaborating together on issues of common interest. Specifically, we seek to test whether spatial proximity significantly predicts collaboration among federation members. Social capital theory suggests that trust developed through relationship can enhance collaboration (Lin, 2001). We want to test whether development of relationships can counteract the negative effects of space. We hypothesize that the effects of spatial distance between organizations will weaken over time as a result of previous collaboration.

YOUTH & FAMILY

2:15-3:15, Mayborn 205

Paul Juarez, Kimberly Bess, Vicente Samaniego & Brandon Hill
Engaging Youth in Research:  The Role of Social Networks as Protective Factors in Preventing Youth Violence

The aim of this pilot study was to assess the role of social networks of high school students in preventing youth violence. For the purpose of this study violence prevention was operationalized as safe places, caring adults/mentors and job training/work opportunities. The primary hypothesis addressed by this study was that strong social networks associated with personal safety, caring adults and job training/youth employment opportunities are independently associated with lower risk to youth for interpersonal violence. Data collection includes integration of outcomes of youth surveys and secondary data sets. Study results allowed us to examine the relationship between risk of violence, other risk and protective factors, and the strength, density and spatial proximity of their social networks. Social network analysis was used to assess the characteristics of their social networks, including strength, centrality and density. Results also were geo-coded and pulled into an ArcView/GIS program to provide a spatial depiction of the social networks of youth. Analyses provide a better understanding of the relationship of social networks of youth for safe places, mentors/caring adults and job training/work opportunities and risk for youth violence. 

Lindsay Satterwhite, Velma McBride Murry & Cady Berkel
The Role of Gender in Family Processes: A Decade Review 1999-2009 and Future Recommendations
This presentation focuses on the role gender plays in family processes and the way these constructs have been studied in the literature from 1999-2009. Specific areas of focus include caregiving, work/family balance, division of labor and the changing family structure. Each of these areas is discussed in terms of the theories, assumptions and methodologies used in the literature. Critical perspectives and recommendations for future research are discussed.
HEALTH

2:15-3:15, Mayborn 105

Sara Cottrill
Family Connection Pilot Study
Families with a child suffering from a serious emotional or behavioral disorder face unique challenges. Tennessee Voices for Children’s Family Connection program of peer support aims to solve some of these problems. This pilot study utilized qualitative interviews of both family caregivers and family support providers to understand some of the key elements of the program, including services provided, what is most useful, and barriers or challenges in the program. The value of the family support providers, empowerment, needing more time, and the challenges working with the Department of Children’s Services were all salient themes throughout the interviews. The findings of this study give vital information to Tennessee Voices for Children in regard to possible program improvement and data to help influence prospective funders. In addition, this pilot study informs researchers preparing for a grant to implement and evaluate a similar program.

Eli Po’e
Pediatric Obesity Community Programs: Barriers and Facilitators toward Sustainability  

Our current generation of young people could become the first generation to live shorter lives than their parents. Families need resources in their community to address this issue. Identifying barriers and facilitators of community organizations to offer obesity-related services is a first step in understanding sustainable community programs. The objective of this study is to identify common barriers and facilitators in community organizational programs designed to prevent or reduce pediatric obesity. We conducted an exploratory qualitative research study based on grounded theory. Thirty-six community organizations were identified based on self-descriptions of goals, involving pediatric obesity. Semi-structured, systematic, face-to-face interviews among 24 program directors were recorded, transcribed and coded for recurrent themes. Seventy percent of organizations indicated that obesity prevention/treatment was their explicit goal, with the remaining groups indicating healthy lifestyles as a more general goal. Facilitators to provision of these programs included: programmatic enhancements, such as improved curriculums (73 percent); community involvement, such as volunteers (62.5 percent); and partnerships with other programs (54.2 percent). Barriers that threatened sustainability included: lack of consistent funding (43.8 percent); lack of consistent participation from the target population (41.7 percent); and lack of support staff (20.8 percent). New approaches in fostering partnerships between organizations need to be developed. 

Kathy Makara
Experience of the Creative Arts with People in Recovery from Mental Illness or Substance Abuse 
When speaking of recovery in mental illness and substance abuse, it is not a matter of being “cured,” but rather an ability to lead a full life. Consumers and service providers of mental illness and substance abuse programs are interested in both internal and external factors that lead to recovery. The Creative Arts Program, through the Middle Tennessee Mental Health and Substance Abuse Coalition (MTMHSAC), has been involved with bringing art programs to peer support centers throughout middle Tennessee with the hopes of contributing to recovery. In this session, data will be presented from 26 interviews conducted with artists throughout middle Tennessee who are in recovery from mental illness and/or substance abuse. Through the MTMHSAC, the participants had the opportunity to take classes, obtain art supplies and display artwork. The artists shared their experience about participation in the program and art-making in general. Analysis was conducted on the interviews for emergent themes, including, but not limited to, recovery domains. Implications will be discussed for the art program and for further research.
CLOSING SESSION:  COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS
3:30-4:45, Mayborn 204

The Academy and Community Organizations: Collaborative Projects in Action

Students from the Human and Organizational Development action research class will discuss the collaborative projects they currently are developing with these community partners: The Housing Fund; Metro Nashville Public Schools - The Middle School Project; Magdalene House; Metro Public Health; Nashville Area Metro Planning Organization. 
