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CURRENT POSITIONS 

 
Vanderbilt: Associate Professor, Department of Human and Organizational 
Development; Steering Committee/Fellow, Institute on Energy & the Environment 
 
Duke University: Member of the Graduate Faculty 

 

 
EDUCATION 

 
Ph.D., Sociology, Georgia State University (1996) 
M.A., Sociology, Georgia State University (1993) 
B.A., Sociology, University of Georgia (1990) 
 

AREAS OF SPECIALIZATION 
 

Urban Studies· Human and Environment Interaction·  
Social Inequality and Poverty· Public Policy· Research Design 

 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

 
2003-2007 Associate Research Professor, Department of Geography at the University 

of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 
 
2000-2007 Senior Research Associate, Center for Urban and Regional Studies at the 

University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 
 
2006-2007 Adjunct Professor, Department of Sociology, North Carolina   Central 

University, Department of Sociology 
 
1997-2000 Assistant Professor: Department of Sociology at the University of 

Tennessee at Chattanooga 
 
1997-1999 Director: Center for Applied Social Research at the University of Tennessee 

at Chattanooga 
 
1999-2000 Adjunct Professor: Middle Tennessee State University 
 
1996-1997 Visiting Professor:  Department of Sociology at the University of Utah 
 
1994-1996 Research Coordinator:  Georgia State University, Program for the Study of 

Social & Cultural Change, Department of Sociology at Georgia State 
University 
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PUBLICATIONS AND MEDIA 

 
 
*For public interviews (BBC, Voice of America, NPR) and other audio-video productions, 

see Dr. Fraser’s web site listed above (“News” tab). 
 
 
Fraser, James., Oakley, Deirdre and josh Bazuin. (forthcoming 2012). “Rock-a-Bye Baby: 

Contesting Public Housing in the United States.” (Invited special issue).  Cambridge 
Journal of Regions, Economy, and Society. Oxford University Press: Oxford.  

  
DeVries, D. and James Fraser. (forthcoming 2012). “Voluntariness in Relocation Decision 
 Making.” International Journal of Mass Emergencies and Disasters. 

Fraser, James, Defilippis, James, and Josh Bazuin. 2011. "HOPE VI: Calling for Modesty in 
Its Claims," in Mixed communities: Gentrification by stealth?. Bridge, G, Butler, T., and 
Loretta Lees (eds.). The Policy Press: London. 

Weninger, C., and James Fraser. 2011. "Hybrid Forms of Civic Participation in 
Neighborhood Redevelopment," in Deliberations in Community Development: Balancing 
on the Edge. J. Peter Rothe, Linda J. Carroll and Dejan Ozegovic (eds.). Nova Science 
Publishers, New York. 

Kick, Edward, Fraser, Jame, Fulkerson, Greg, and Laura McKinney. 2010. “Repetitive 
Flood Loss Victims and Their Acceptance of FEMA Mitigation Offers: An Analysis of 
Rational Choices with Community-System Policy Implications.”  Disasters: The Journal 
of Disaster Studies, Policy and Management 35(3): 510-539. 

 
DeFilippis, James and James Fraser. (2010). What Kind of Mixed-Income Housing and for 

What Reasons? in Critical Urban Studies: New Directions. Jonathan Davies and David 
Imbroscio (eds.). Albany: SUNY Press. 

 
Fraser, James and Michael Nelson. 2008. “Can mixed-income housing ameliorate 

concentrated poverty?” Geography Compass 2(6): 2127-2144.  
 
Fraser, James, and Csilla Weninger. 2008. “Modes of Engagement for Urban Research: 

Enacting a Politics of Possibility.” Environment and Planning A 40(6): 1-19. 
 
Fraser, James. 2007. “The Promise of Mixed-Income Housing for Poverty Amelioration.” 

Center for Poverty, Work and Opportunity at the University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill  (http://www.law.unc.edu/Centers/details.aspx?ID=425&Q=3). 

 
Fraser, James, and Edward Kick. 2007. “The Role of Public, Private, Non-Profit and 

Community Sectors in Shaping Mixed-Income Housing Outcomes.” Urban Studies 
44(12): 2357-2377. 

 
Fraser, James. 2006. “Globalization, Development and Ordinary Cities: A Review Essay.” 

Journal of World-Systems Research 12(1):189-197. 
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Fraser, James. 2006. “The Relevance of Geography for Studying Urban Disasters” Space 
and Culture 19(1): 1-7. 

 
Fraser, James, Doyle, Martin and Hannah Young. (2006). “Creating Effective Flood 

Mitigation Policies.” Eos, Transactions, American Geophysical Union July 4:1, 270. 
 
Kick, Edward, Fraser, James, and Byron Davis. 2006. “Performance Management, 

Managerial Citizenship, and Worker Commitment: A Study of the United States Postal 
Service” Economic and Industrial Democracy: An International Journal 27(1):137-172. 

 
Fraser, James and Edward Kick. 2005.  “Understanding Community Building in Urban 

America: Transforming Neighborhood Identity.” The Journal of Poverty 9(1):23-44. 
 
Fraser, James.  2004. “Beyond Gentrification:  Mobilizing Communities and Claiming 

Space.” Urban Geography 25(5):437-457. 
 
Fraser, James, and Jonathan Lepofsky. 2004. “The Uses of Knowledge in Neighborhood 

Revitalization.” Community Development Journal 39(1):4-13. 
 
Fraser, James, Lepofsky, Jonathan, Kick, Edward, and J. Patrick Williams.  2003. “The     

Construction of the Local and the Limits of Contemporary Community-Building in the 
United States.” Urban Affairs Review 38(3):417-445. 

 
Lepofsky, Jonathan, and James Fraser.  2003.  “Building Community Citizens: Claiming 

the Right to Place-Making in the City.” Urban Studies 40(1):127-142. 
 
Fraser, James, Kick, Edward, and Patrick Williams.  2002. "Neighborhood Revitalization 

and the Practice of Evaluation in the U.S.:  Developing a Margin Research Perspective.” 
City and Community 1(2):217-236. 

 
Fraser, James, and Edward Kick.  2002.  “Organizational Culture as Contested Ground in 

an Era of Globalization.” Sociological Spectrum 22(4):445-471. 
 
Kick, Edward, and James Fraser.  2000. "White Attitudes and Race- and Income-Targeted     

Policies: The Relative Significance of Group Self-Interest, Stratification Beliefs, and 
Racial Attitudes." Journal of Poverty 4(3): 43-71. 

 
Fraser, James, and Edward Kick.  2000. “Interpretive Repertoires of Whites on Race-

Targeted Policies:  The Use of Time in Constructing Policy Attitudes.” Sociological 
Perspectives 43(1):13-28. 

 
Fraser, James, and Meredith Perry.  1998. “Building Bridges with the Community.” Social 

Insight 3(3/4):9-14. 
 
Fraser, James, and Michael Hodge.  2000.  “Job Satisfaction in Higher Education: 

Examining Gender in Professional Work Settings.” Sociological Inquiry 70(2):172-187. 
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Wong, Li-Ya, Kick, Edward, Fraser, James, and Thomas Burns.  1999. “Locus of Control, 
Self Esteem, and Status Attainment.” Sociological Spectrum. 19(3):281-298. Nominated 
for paper of the year in Sociological Spectrum. 

 
Fraser, James, Davis, Phillip, and Ravinder Singh.  1999. "Identity Work Among 

Alternative High School Students," in L.R. Gay and Peter Airasian's, Educational 
Research: Competencies for Analysis and Applications (sixth edition), pp.257-272 
(reprint). 

 
Foley, Lara, and James Fraser. 1998.  “Post-Dating Relationships: The Social 

Embeddedness of Redefining Romantic Couplings.” Sociological Perspectives 14(1):209-
219. 

 
Donnelly, Denise, and James Fraser. 1998. "Gender Differences in Sado-Masochistic 

Preferences Among College Students." Sex Roles 39(5/6):391-407.   
 
Fraser, James. 1997. "Methadone Clinic Culture: The Everyday Realities of Female 

Methadone Clients." Qualitative Health Research 7(1):121-139. 
 
Fraser, James, Davis, Phillip, and Ravinder Singh. 1997. "Identity Work Among 

Alternative High School Students." The International Journal of Qualitative Studies in 
Education 10(2):221-235. 

 
Fraser, James. 1997. "Developing Definitions of an Adoptee-Birthmother Relationship." 

Marriage and Family Review 25(1/2):67-78. 

 
OTHER PUBLICATIONS 

 
Fraser, James, and Chris Warren.  2005. “Talkng Arts + Culture: Arts, culture, and 

business are helping to revitalize downtown, Durham, North Carolina.” Urban Land 
March:77-82. 

 
Kick, Edward, Lepofsky, Jon, and James Fraser.  2002. “Public and Private Partnerships in 

Neighborhood Change: Addressing Housing In Downtown Chattanooga.” Urban Land 
October:56-58. 

 
Fraser, James. 1997. “Women Face Neglect as Major Obstacle in Methadone Treatment.” 
     American Sociological Association Drug & Alcohol Newsletter (December 1997).   
 

UNDER REVIEW & WORKING PAPERS 
 
Fraser, James, and Edward Kick. (Under Review). “The Emerging Role of Non-Profits in 

Urban Redevelopment.” 
 
Fraser, James, and Josh Bazuin (In Progress). “The Influence of Neighborhood Associations 

on Household Environmental Decision-Making.” 
 
Fraser, James (In progress)  “Transforming Public Housing Through HOPE VI and the 

Reproduction of Disadvantage for Low-Income Households.” 
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BOOK REVIEWS 
 
Fraser, James. 2010. Review essay for City of Model City Blues. Mandi Jackson. Temple 

University Press, 2008. 
 
Fraser, James.  2005. Review for Urban Land of Brave New Neighborhoods: The 

Privatization of Public Space.  Margaret Kohn. Routledge, 2004. 
 
Fraser, James.  2005.  Review for Contemporary Sociology of Brave New Neighborhoods: 

The Privatization of Public Space. Routledge, 2004. 
 
Fraser, James.  2002. Review for Urban Land Cities That Work.  Alex Marshall. University 

of Texas Press, 2000. 
 
Fraser, James.  2002. Review for Urban Land of Building Community Capacity. Robert J. 

Chaskin, Prudence Brown, Sudhir Venkatesh, and Avis Vidal. Aldine De Gruyter, 2001. 
 
Fraser, James.  2002. Review for Urban Land of Citizenship, Experts, and the Environment: 

The Politics of Local Knowledge. Frank Fischer. Duke University Press, 2000. 
 
Fraser, James.  2001. Review for Urban Land of The Land That Could Be: 

Environmentalism and Democracy in the Twenty-First Century. William Shutkin. 
Cambridge, MA: The MIT Press, 2000. 

 
Fraser, James.  2001.  Review for the American Anthropologist of Elusive Culture: 

Schooling, Race, and Identity in Global Times.  Daniel A. Yon. New York: State 
University of New York Press, 2000.  

 
REPORTS PART 1: PROFESSIONAL 

 
Fraser, James, and Josh Bazuin. 2010. The Everyday Realities of Living in Nahsville’s 

HOPE VI Developments. Center for Nashville Studies and the Metropolitan 
Development and Housing Authority.  

 
Fraser, James.  2008.  The Processes and Outcomes of the Durham, North Carolina HOPE 

VI Project. Durham Housing Authority and the United States Department of Housing 
and Urban Development: Durham, North, Carolina, and Washington, D.C. 
(respectively). 

 
Fraser, James.  2006. Mitigating Repetitive Loss Properties. Federal Emergency 

Management Agency: Washington, D.C. 
 
Fraser, James, Bill Rohe, Shannon Van Zandt, Chris Warren. 2004.  Report on the Few 

Gardens Residents that Attended the Reunion. Durham Housing Authority: Durham, 
N.C.  

 
Fraser, James, Bill Rohe, Shannon Van Zandt, Chris Warren. 2004.  Impacts of Relocation 

on Former Residents of Few Gardens: Neighborhood Quality.  Durham Housing 
Authority and the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development: 
Durham, N.C., and Washington, D.C. (respectively).  
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Fraser, James 2004. Juvenile Structured Day and Alternative Learning Programs: Impact 

and Process Study. North Carolina Governor’s Crime Commission: Raleigh, N.C.  
 
Fraser, James, Elmore, Bekki, Rohe, William, and David Godshalk.  2004.  Implementing 

Floodplain Land Acquisition Programs in Urban Localities.  Federal Emergency 
Management Agency: Washington, D.C. 

 
Fraser, James, Rohe, Bill, Elmore, Rebecca, and Spencer Cowan.  2002. “TANF-Housing 

Pilot Evaluation” for the North Carolina Department of Social Services, Raleigh, NC. 
 
Fraser, Jim and Edward Kick. 2001.  “Neighborhood Reinvestment Corporation 

Homeownership Evaluation for Chattanooga” for the Neighborhood Reinvestment 
Corporation, Washington, D.C. 

 
Fraser, Jim, and Michael Hodge. 1999. “YMCA Evaluation” Chattanooga, Chattanooga, TN. 
 
Fraser, James. 1998. “Inner-City Development Corporation Project.”  Professional report on 

Housing in The MLK District #15 for the City of Chattanooga, Chattanooga, TN. 
 
Hodge, Michael, Jim Fraser, Toshi Kii, Paula Dressel, and Cheryl Brown. 1995. 

“Organizational Effectiveness and Employee Morale” for the United States Postal 
Service, Washington, D.C. 

 
Fraser, James. 1994. “Vocational Education Opportunities for Incarcerated Individuals in 

the State of Georgia” for the Georgia Council on Vocational Education, Atlanta, GA. 
 
Fraser, James. 1993. “Clinic Evaluation and Goals” for the Department of Human 

Resources, Georgia. 
 
Fraser, James. 1998. “University Housing Report.” Report for the Vice-Chancellor’s office at 

The University of Tennessee at Chattanooga. 
 
Fraser, James. 1998. “Undergraduate Admissions Report.” Professional report prepared for 

the Chancellor’s office at The University of Tennessee at Chattanooga. 
 
Fraser, James. 1997. “University Relations Report.” Professional report prepared for the 

Chancellor’s Office at the University of Tennessee at Chattanooga. 
 

ACADEMIC GRANTS & CONTRACTS 
 
2011 Co-Principal Investigator – Climate, Drought, and Agricultural Adaptations: An 

Investigation of Vulnerabilities and Responses to Water Stress Among Paddy Farmers in Sri 
LankaClimate (Under Review: National Science Foundation, $3.722,560). 

 
2011 Co-Principal Investigator – The People’s Garden (Under Review: USDA:$150,000). 
 
2010 Co-Principal Investigator – Gasses and Grasses: Modeling Human Dynamics of 

Lawn Fertilization and Resultant Nitrous Oxide Emissions (Funded: National 
Science Foundation, $497.081). 
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2007 Principal Investigator – The Benefits of Mixed-Income Living: Intentions, Realities 

and Challenges (Funded: Vanderbilt Center for Nashville Studies $40,000). 
 
2007 Principal Investigator – Exploring the Determinants of Household Environmental 

Behavior: A Socio-Spatial Analysis of Lawn Care Practices (Funded: National 
Science Foundation, $734,506). 

 
2005 Co-Principal Investigator - Emergency Preparedness in Disadvantaged 

Communities Project (Funded: Federal Emergency Management Agency with MDC 
Inc., $1.5 Million).   

 
2004 Principal Investigator – The Importance of Place Identity in Understanding 

People’s Decision-Making:  A study of repetitive loss properties in urban floodplains 
(Funded: URS and Federal Emergency Management Agency, $169,000).   

 
2004 Lead Co-Principal Investigator - Mixed-Income Housing, Poverty Alleviation, and 

Urban Revitalization:  A study of the Few Gardens Hope VI Initiative in Durham, 
North Carolina (Funded: U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development and 
the Durham Housing Authority, $200,000). 

 
2002 Principal Investigator - Urban Crime and Youth (Funded: North Carolina 

Governor’s Crime Commission, $190,000). 
 
2002 Principal Investigator - Globalization and the New South City (Funded: Center for 

the Study of the American South at the University of North Carolina, $4,500). 
 
2002 Principal Investigator - Making Connections Research Continuation Grant 

(Funded: Annie E. Casey Foundation $20,000). 
 
2002 Lead Investigator - Land Acquisition Programs and Community Development in 

the Floodplains (Funded: Federal Emergency Management Agency, $90,000). 
 
2001 Principal Investigator - Making Connections Neighborhood Revitalization Research 

Grant (Funded: Annie E. Casey Foundation, $146,000).   
 
2001 Lead Co-Principal Investigator - Relocation and Decision Making of Natural 

Disaster Victims: A Study of Community Influences (Funded: National Science 
Foundation, $95,000). 
 

2000 Co-Principal Investigator - Evaluating the North Carolina TANF-Housing Pilot 
Program in Eight Cities (Funded: North Carolina Department of Health and 
Human Services, $29,671). 

 
1999 Principal Investigator - Community Reinvestment Grant (Funded: Chattanooga 

Neighborhood Enterprise, $35,000). 
 
1999 Principal Investigator - Community Impact Fund Project (Funded: Lyndhurst 

Foundation, $93,000). 
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1998 Principal Investigator - CECA Grant (Funded: University of Tennessee at 
Chattanooga, $100,000). 

 
1997 Principal Investigator - Jobs-Plus Initiative Contract (Funded: Manpower 

Demonstration and Research Corporation, $41,000). 
 

PRESENTATIONS 
 
2012 Narrating the Neighborhood for Development: a story of locality in Nashville (co-

author with Lindsey Kurtz) at the Association of American Geographers Annual 
Meeting in New York, New York. 

 
2012 New organizing: Constraints, opportunities and contestation in local and regional 

organizing (discussant) at the Association of American Geographers Annual Meeting 
in New York, New York. 

 
2012 The Paradox of Nonprofit Housing Development (co-author with Alicia Sanchez) at 

the Association of American Geographers Annual Meeting in New York, New York. 
 
2012 The Onset and Aftermath of HOPE VI: The Experiences of Public Housing Residents 

and Researchers (organizer/presider/discussant) at the Urban Affairs Annual 
Meeting in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 

 
2012 The Role of Philanthropy in Urban Policy Making (roundtable member) at the Urban 

Affairs Annual Meeting in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 
 
2012 Community Based Organizations (panel member) at the Urban Affairs Annual 

Meeting in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 
 
2011 Food Deserts and Other Imagined Geographies at the Research Integrity Conference, 

Meharry University (Invited Presentation). 
 
2011 Managing Multiple External Grants at Vanderbilt University (Invited Presentation). 
 
2011 The use of spatialized social networks to analyze neighborhood influences on 

household decision-making around yard care at the Association of American 
Geographer’s Annual Meeting in Seattle, Washington (Co-Authors: Carrico, A. and 
Bazuin, J.). 

 
2011 Exploring the Factors that Shape Household Lawn at the Association of American 

Geographer’s Annual Meeting in Seattle, Washington (Co-Authors: Carrico, A. and 
Bazuin, J.). 

 
2011 The construction of neighborhood community and its effects on lawn fertilization 

rates at the Association of American Geographer’s Annual Meeting in Seattle, 
Washington (Co-Authors: Carrico, A. and Bazuin, J.). 

 
2011 The Role of Supportive Services at Reoccupied HOPE VI Sites at the Urban Affairs 

Association Annual Meeting, New Orleans, Louisiana.  
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2010 Developing Effective Floodplain Policy in the United States at Vanderbilt University 
 the Saturday University Series (Invited Presentation). 
 
2010 Grasses and Gasses: The Impact of Residential Lawn Fertilizers on Water Quality 
 and Health in the Richland Creek Watershed at the Community Research Partners 
 Meeting, Nashville, Tennessee. 
 
2010 Lawns and Watersheds at the Richland Creek Watershed Alliance Annual Meeting 
 in Nashville, Tennessee (Invited Presentation). 
 
2010 Urban Redevelopment and the (Re)Construction of Citizenship Through Community: 
 an examination of HOPE VI public housing at the Association of American
 Geographer’s Annual Meeting in Washington, DC. 
 
2010 The ghost of the projects: The specter of historically dysfunctional public housing in 
 HOPE VI redevelopment at the Association of American Geographer’s Annual 
 Meeting in Washington, DC. 
 
2009 The Changing Role of Nonprofits for Urban Development, at North Carolina State 
 University Department of Sociology and Anthropology (Invited Presentation).  
 
2009  Can Mixed-Income Housing Ameliorate Poverty at Miami University-Ohio’s Center 
 for Community Engagement (Invited Presentation).  
 
2009 HOPE VI Public Housing, Successes and Challenges at the University  of Memphis’ 
 School of Urban and Public Affairs (Invited Presentation).  
 
2009 Invited Testimony, “Academic Perspectives on The Future of Public 

Housing,” before the United States Congressional Subcommittee on 
Housing and Community Opportunity July 29, on the topic of public housing. 
U.S. Subcommittee Chairwoman Maxine Waters (D-Calif.) invited Dr. Fraser to 
testify, and a video archive and his written testimony can be found at the House 
Financial Services Web site at http://financialservices.house.gov/hearings_all.shtml 

 
2009 The Transformation of Public Housing and the Redevelopment of Low-Income 
 Citizenship at the Society for the Study of Symbolic Interactionism Annual Meeting 
 in San Francisco. 
 
2009 The Contours of Mixed-Income Living in the Music City at the Urban Affairs 
 Association Annual Meeting in Chicago. 
 
2009 Factors Influencing Acceptance of FEMA Mitigation Offers Among Repetitive Flood 
 Loss Victims at the Southern Sociological Society Annual Meeting in New Orleans. 
 
2009 The Transformation of Public Housing and the Redevelopment of Low-Income 
 Citizenship at the Association of American Geographer’s Annual Meeting in Las 
 Vegas.  
 
2008 Panel Member: Response to Susan Fainstein’s, “Planning and the Just City” at the 
 Association of American Geographer’s Annual Meeting in Boston, MA. 
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2008 What Kind of Mixed-Income Housing and for What Reasons? At the ESRC 
 University of Bristol Conference on Gentrification and Mixed-Income Housing. 
 
2007 Cartographies of Difference: Mapping Urban Space at the Association of American 

Anthropologist’s Annual Meeting in Washington, D.C. 
 
2007 The Significance of Community for Rural and Urban Floodplain Management at the 

North Carolina Environmental Justice Summit in Whitakers, NC. 
 
2007 The Use of Urban Livability discourse in Efforts to Revitalize Cities at the 

Association of American Geographer’s Annual Meeting in San Francisco, CA. 
 
2007 Catch Me If You Can: Urban Governance As Open System at the Association of 

American Geographer’s Annual Meeting in San Francisco, CA. 
 
2007 Creating Geographies of HOPE and Decline at the Urban Affairs Association Annual 

Meeting in Seattle, WA.  
 
2007 Specters of Kerouac: The Significance of Socio-spatial Imaginaries for Urban 

Transformation at the Southern Sociological Society Annual meeting in Atlanta, GA.  
 
2006 Mitigating Repetitive Loss Properties:  The Significance of Local Capacity and 

Community-Based Approaches at the North Carolina Emergency Management 
Agency.  

 
2006 The Significance of Community for Rural and Urban Floodplain Management at the 

North Carolina Environmental Justice Summit. 
 
2006 Mitigating Repetitive Loss Flood Properties, invited speaker at the Human and 

Ecological Resilience Conference at Brown University. 
 
2006 Mixed-Income Housing and the Reproduction of Inequality, at the Association of 

American Geographer’s Annual Meeting in Chicago, IL. 
 

2006 The Power and Fragility of Spatial Narratives for Urban Revitalization, at the 
Association of American Geographer’s Annual Meeting in Chicago, IL. 
 

2006 Studying Up in a Globalizing World? Ethical Dilemmas and Beyond, at the Annual 
Conference of Interdisciplinary Qualitative Studies in Athens, GA. 

 
2006 Mixed-Income Housing and Urban Revitalization, at the Southern Sociological 

Society Annual Meeting in New Orleans, LA. 
 

2006 Determining the Effects of Neighborhood Revitalization on Cities, at the Southern 
Sociological Society Annual Meeting in New Orleans, LA. 
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2005 Examining Neighborhood Revitalization and Crime: Using Cluster Detection 
Techniques to Analyze Shifts in Crime Patterns at Southeast Division of the 
Association of American Geographer’s Annual Meeting in West Palm Beach, FL. 

 
2005 The Role of Building Collaboratives, Community, and Self-Evaluation Strategies in 

Mixed-Income/Mixed-Race Developments, at the North Carolina Chapter of the 
American Society of Landscape Architects Annual Meeting in Asheville, N.C. 
 

2005 The Unevenness of Neoliberal Urban Revitalization Initiatives, at the Society for the 
Study of Social Problems Annual Meeting in Philadelphia, PA. 

2005 How to Build A Research Center, at the Middle Tennessee State University. 

2005 Building Sustainable Mixed-Income Communities, at the Association for Public 
Policy Analysis and Management Annual Meeting in Washington, D.C. 
 

2005 Internal Migration of Floodplain Populations in Four Riverine U.S. Cities, at the 
Population Association of America Annual Meeting in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 

 
2005 Narratives on Neighborhood Transformation, at the Southern Sociological Society 

Annual Meeting in Charlotte, NC. 
 
2005 Trespass the Performance:  Authoring Democratic Spaces for Citizenship in the City, 

at the Association of American Geography Annual Meeting in Denver, CO. 
 
2004 
 

The Politics of Governance and Space in Urban Floodplain Mitigation, at the 
Association of Pacific Coast Geographer’s Annual Meeting in San Luis Obispo, CA. 

 
2004 Small Cities, Urban Revitalization, and Re-Thinking Scalar Relations: The Case of 

a Small Southern City, at the Association of American Geography Annual Meeting 
in Philadelphia, PA. 

 
2003 Urban Revitalization and the Struggle Over Space, at the Association of Pacific 

Coast Geographers Annual Meeting in Portland, OR. 
 
2003 Urban Revitalization, Building Community, and Cultural Displacement, at the 

Society for the Study of Social Problems Annual Meeting in Atlanta, GA. 
 
2003 Developing A Theory of Community Building at the Annual American Sociological 

Association Meeting in Atlanta, GA. 
 
2003 Re-Spatialized Communities: Planning, Race, and Citizenship at the Annual 

Association for American Geographers Meeting in New Orleans, LA. 
 
2003 Discursive Displacement in Community-Building, at the Annual Association for 

American Geographers Meeting in New Orleans, LA. 
 
2002 Opening Up the Meaning of Community, at the Annual Southeastern Division of the 

Association for American Geographers Meeting in Richmond, VA. 
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2002 Linking Housing and Self-Sufficiency Services: An Assessment of the N.C. 

TANF/Housing Program, at the Association of Collegiate Schools of Planning 
Annual Conference in Baltimore, MD. 
 

2002 Housing Assistance and Economic Self-Sufficiency, at the 24th Annual Association 
for Public Policy Analysis and Management Conference in Dallas, TX. 

 
2002 Mobilization and Maintaining the Momentum, at the 4th Annual Conference of 

Neighborhoods entitled Building a Global Community in Chattanooga, TN. 
 

2002 The Keys to Successful Public-Private Relationships, at the 4th Annual Conference of 
Neighborhoods entitled Building a Global Community in Chattanooga, TN. 
 

2002 Mapping the Material and Discursive Practices of Community Building, at the 
Southern Sociological Society Annual Meeting in Baltimore, MD. 
 

2001 Flexible Citizenship: Making Claims on Urban Space, at the Southeastern Division 
of the Association of American Geographers Annual Meeting in Lexington, KY. 

 
2001 Neighborhood Revitalization and the Practice of Evaluation at the Society for 

Applied Sociology Annual Meeting in Kansas City, MO.   
 

2001 Homeownership and its Impact on Neighborhood Revitalization at the April 16-18 
Neighborhood Reinvestment Corporation Meeting in Chicago, IL.  

 
2001 Global Imperatives, Organizational Culture, and Organizational Commitment, at 

the Annual Southern Sociological Society Meeting in Atlanta, GA. 
 
2001 Whose Agenda Permeates Community Revitalization Activities? at the Pacific 

Sociological Association Annual Meeting in San Francisco, CA. 
 
2001 City Poverty and Social Policies at the International Sociological Association Social 

Inequality, Redistributive Justice, and the City Conference in Amsterdam, Holland.   
 
2001 Organizational Culture, Worker Perceptions, and Job Satisfaction at the Mid-South 

Sociological Association Meeting in Knoxville, TN. 
 
1998 Developing Connections Between the Meaning of Community Revitalization, Public 

Participation, Organizational Culture, and Community Outcomes, at the Mid-South 
Sociological Association Meeting in Knoxville, TN. 

 
1999 Cultural Politics and Community Development: The Chasm of Perceptions between 

Local Elites and Community Residents, at the Southern Sociological Society Annual 
Meeting in New Orleans, LA. 

 
1999 Developing Capacity in Neighborhoods to Conduct Research, at the Mid-South 

Sociological Association Meeting in Jackson, MS. 
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1999 The Use of Culture in Community Development Strategies, at the Society for Applied 
Sociology Annual Meeting in Dallas, TX. 

 
1999 The Interpretive Repertoires of Whites on Race-Targeting Policies, at the Southern 

Sociological Society Annual Meeting in Nashville, TN. 
 
1998 Building Bridges with the Community, at the Society for Applied Sociology Annual 

Meeting in Denver, CO. 
 
1998 Impression Management of a Metropolitan University, at the Society for Applied 

Sociology Annual Meeting in Denver, CO. 
 
1998 Support for Affirmative Action, Race- and Income-Targeted Policies, at the 

American Sociological Association Annual Meeting in San Francisco, CA. 
 
1997 The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly: Using the Internet in Classroom Teaching, at the 

Teaching Excellence Workshop at the University of Tennessee at Chattanooga, 
Chattanooga, TN. 
 

1997 Locus of Control, Self-Esteem, and Status Attainment, at the American Sociological 
Association Annual Meeting in Toronto, Canada. 

 
1997 The Mobilization of Culture in Mass Media, at the Pacific Sociological Association 

Annual Meeting in San Diego, CA. 
 
1996 Methadone Clinic Culture and the Everyday Realities of Women, at the Applied 

Sociological Society Annual Meeting in Atlanta, GA. 
 
1996 Gender Differences in Sado-Masochistic Preferences Among College Students, at the 

American Sociological Association Annual Meeting in New York, NY. 
 
1996 Conceptualizing Organizational Diversity, at the Southern Sociological Society 

Annual Meeting in Richmond, VA. 
 
1996 Analyzing Corporate Culture, at the Southern Sociological Society Annual Meeting 

in Richmond, VA. 
 
1995 Depictions of Motherhood, at the American Sociological Association Meeting in 

Washington, D.C. 
 
1995 The Production of Cultural Images, at the Southern Sociological Society Annual 

Meeting in Atlanta, GA.  
 
1995 Survival Strategies of Women in Methadone Treatment, at a colloquium at Georgia 

State University, Atlanta, GA. 
 
1994 Ways To Teach, at a teaching colloquium at Georgia State University, Atlanta, GA. 
 
1994 Analyzing Cultural Artifacts in Corporations: Hegemony or Diversity?, at the 

Corporate Diversity Conference at Georgia State University, Atlanta, GA. 
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1994 Valuing Diversity in The Workplace, at the Annual Morehouse Research Institute 

Meeting in Atlanta, GA. 
 
1994 Identity Work Among Alternative High School Students, at the Annual Society for 

the Study of Social Problems Meeting in Los Angeles, CA. 
 
1994 Some Considerations of Role Acquisition for Critical Populations: The Precarious 

Role of Methadone Clients, at the Annual Southern Sociological Society Meeting in 
Raleigh, NC. 
 

1993 Classroom Stigmatization, at the American Sociological Association Annual Meeting 
in Miami, FL. 

 
1993 Managing a Spoiled Student Identity, at the Annual Humanist Sociology Meeting 

in New Orleans, LA. 
 

COURSES TAUGHT 
 
Global Dimensions of Community 
Development* 
Urban Sociology* 

Research Methodology* 
Development Project Design & Evaluation* 
Human and Physical Dimensions of Flooding* 

Urban Geography* Research Design in Geography* 
Urban Social Geography Social Statistics 
Social Stratification Research Seminar* 
Social Problems Applied Soc./Advanced Research Methods* 
Social Inequality* Qualitative Methods in Social Research* 
Introduction To Sociology Directed Reading* 
Social Psychology* Internship* 
Self, Identity, and Personality* Thesis Research* 
Sex, Dating, Interpersonal Relationships Dissertation Research* 
Sex Roles 
Sustainability, Justice and the City* 

Undergraduate Honors Seminar 
Deviance 
*Graduate Level Course 

Master’s Student Advising 
Lindsey Kurtz (Vanderbilt) 
 
Doctoral Student Advising   
Josh Bazuin (Vanderbilt) 
Ashley Burns Brown (Duke University) 
Donald Anthony (Vanderbilt) 
Alicia Sanchez (Vanderbilt) 
 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 
 
Secretary-Treasurer (2008-2010) 
Association of American Geographers Urban Geography Specialty Group 
 
Board Member (2006-2008) 
Association of American Geographers Urban Geography Specialty Group 
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Editorial Board (2004-current) 
Journal of Poverty 
 
Reviewer  
National Science Foundation 
City and Community 

Sage Publications 
Urban Affairs Review 

Int’l Journal of Qualitative Studies in Educ. Sociological Perspectives 
Sociological Spectrum Journal of Poverty 
American Anthropologist Urban Studies 
Journal of Cultural Geography Southeastern Geographer 
Journal of Urban Affairs Urban Geography 
American Sociological Review 
The Professional Geographer 
International Journal of Urban and 
Regional Research 

Journal of Planning Education & Research 

 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE: CONFERENCES 

 
2011     Organizer  Housing Symposium at Vanderbilt University (Deirdre Oakley, 

Georgia State University; Laura Harris, University of Memphis; 
Ashley Brown-Burns, Duke University).  

 
2011 Co-Organizer 

with Deirdre 
Oakley 

Public Housing Transformation and the Right to the City at the 
Annual Urban Affairs Association Meeting in New Orleans. 

 
2011 Co-Organizer 

with Diane 
Levy  

The Future in and of HOPE VI Developments at the Urban Affairs 
Association Annual Meeting in New Orleans, Louisiana. 

 
2008 Organizer  The Future of Affordable Housing for the Nation and Nashville at 

Vanderbilt University  
 
2007 Organizer  Theorizing Urban Governance, Sessions I, II, III, at the Association 

of American Geographer’s Annual Meeting in San Francisco, CA. 
 
2007 Organizer  Urban Livability Discourses Session at the Association of American 

Geographer’s Annual Meeting in San Francisco, CA. 
 
2007 Organizer  Urban Revitalization and Governance at the Southern Sociological 

Society Annual Meeting in Atlanta, GA. 
 
2007 Co-Organizer 

with Robert 
Lake, Rutgers 
University   

Theorizing Urban Governance at the Association of American 
Geographer’s Annual Meeting in San Francisco, CA. (). 

 
2006 Organizer Urban Space and Inequality I, II, III, IV, V (five sessions), at the 

Southern Sociological Society Annual Meeting in New Orleans, LA. 
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2003 Discussant Programs in Sociological Practice, at the Southern Sociological 

Society Annual Meeting in New Orleans, LA. 
 
2003 Organizer & 

Discussant 
Imagining Social Justice in the City: Theory and Research, at the 
Society for the Study of Social Problems Annual Meeting in Atlanta, 
GA. 

 
2002 Member Committee on Sociological Practice, Southern Sociological Society 
 
2001 Discussant International Community Development Session at the Southeastern 

Division of the American Association of Geographers Annual 
Meeting in Lexington, KY. 

 
1998 Discussant Social Psychology Session at the Southern Sociological Society 

Annual Meeting in Atlanta, GA. 
 
1996 Discussant Race in the Workplace, at the Eastern Sociological Society Meeting 

in Boston, MA. 
 
1994 Organizer Corporate Diversity Conference at Georgia State University, 

Atlanta, GA..  
 
1993 Panel "Difficult Dialogues Revisited," Southern Sociological Society 

Member: Annual Meeting in Chattanooga, TN. 
 
 

PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS 
 
Urban Affairs Association Association of American Geographers 
  

COMMUNITY SERVICE 
 
2011-Present – Working with the Chestnut Hill neighborhood revitalization initiative. 
 
2010-Present – Working with the Over-The Rhine “People’s Movement” to understand how 
mixed-income, neighborhood revitalization strategies can benefit low-income populations. 
 
2010-Present – Working with members of the Chestnut Hill/Trimble Bottoms 
neighborhood on their redevelopment plan. 
 
2010-Present – Working with the Resident’s Association at John Henry Hale Public 
Housing to develop community organizing strategies, and working on their urban farm 
(Farm in the City). 
 
2007-2008 Edgehill Project – Neighborhood project with the law clinic (Laurie Hauber) to 
have students in both graduate and undergraduate courses to interview residents, business 
owners, and neighborhood leaders to assist in developing a neighborhood-based vision for 
revitalizing the Edgehill neighborhood (on-going this semester with Vera Chatman and 
Doug Perkins).  We are partnering with Organized Neighbors of Edgehill.  
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2007-2010 Nashville HOPE VI Project – A project to access the outcomes of Nashville’s 
four HOPE VI projects with a focus on what it will take to keep these major investments 
sustainable.  I am partnering with the Nashville Metropolitan Development and Housing 
Agency.  
 

VANDERBILT UNIVERSITY, COLLEGE, AND DEPARTMENTAL SERVICE 
 
Service 
Vanderbilt Institute on Energy and the Environment, Steering Committee Member 
Climate Change Network, Affiliated Faculty 
Curriculum Committee (Chair, Departmental) 
Tenure and Promotion Committee (Departmental) 

 
UNIVERSITY SERVICE (PRIOR) 

 
2001- 
 
2004-2007 

Serving on graduate student dissertation committees, teaching courses and 
independent study courses (University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill) 
Oaxaca Study Abroad Party Member (University of North Carolina) 

1998-1999 Committee Member, Help Desk Customer Council (University of Tennessee) 
1997-1999 Faculty Advisor, Unity Through Action (University of Tennessee) 
1997-1999 Director, Sociology Computer Lab (University of Tennessee) 
1997-1999 Sociological Acquisitions Committee (University of Tennessee) 
1996 Faculty Representative for Alpha Kappa Delta (University of Utah) 
1996 Undergraduate Committee Member (University of Utah) 
1994-1995 Steering Committee Member, Graduate Association of Sociology Students 
1994-1995 Vice-President of Alpha Kappa Delta, Georgia State University 
 

COMMUNITY SERVICE 
 
2011-2012 Green Loop, Board Member 
2011-2012 Urban Green Lab, Board Member 
2008-2012 
2008-2012 
 
2002-2003 

Affordable Housing Coalition, City of Nashville 
City of Nashville Mayor’s Poverty Summit Member, Neighborhood       
Redevelopment Committee  
Southwest Central Durham Neighborhood Area-Duke University Liaison 
(Durham, NC) 

2001-2007 Bolin Forest (Phase II) Neighborhood Association Member (Carrboro, NC) 
1998-1999 Board of Education Student Advisory Council Member (Chattanooga, TN) 
1998 MLK Taskforce Consultant (Chattanooga, TN) 
1996 Assistant Teacher at Literacy Action (Atlanta, GA) 
1992 Volunteer at Atlanta West Intake and Treatment Center (Atlanta, GA) 
 
 
 
 


